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BROMEO AND JULIET

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
DIRECTOR SCOTT WENTWORTH

Grade recommendation
Suitable for Grade 4 and up

Student matinée dates
May 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 24, 31; June 6, 9, 14, 20, 29; September 
1, 6, 13, 22, 26, 27; October 4, 6, 11, 12, 18, 20

About the play
Romeo and Juliet is perhaps the most famous of 
Shakespeare’s plays. Even those who don’t know the story 
are familiar with such phrases as “star-crossed lovers” and 
“A rose by any other name (or ‘word,’ in the First Folio text) 
would smell as sweet.” Since the two main characters are 
teenagers, it’s the perfect play for a student audience.

Synopsis
Two families of Verona, the Montagues and the Capulets, 
are embroiled in a long-standing and deadly feud. One 
night, Romeo, a Montague, gate-crashes a party being 
given by the Capulets, in hopes of encountering Rosaline, 
with whom he is infatuated. Thoughts of her are driven 
from his mind, however, when he catches sight of Juliet, the 
daughter of Lord Capulet.
 Juliet, whose father has promised her to a young 
nobleman, Paris, is likewise smitten with Romeo and 
agrees to marry him in a secret ceremony conducted by 
a well-intentioned priest, Friar Laurence. But no sooner is 
this done than Romeo is drawn into a brawl in which he 
kills Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin. Under sentence of banishment, 
Romeo spends his wedding night with Juliet before going 
into hiding; meanwhile, Capulet orders Juliet to marry Paris 
within three days.
 Friar Laurence devises a plan: Juliet will take a potion 
that will make her appear to be dead, allowing Romeo to 
steal into her family vault and rescue her when she revives. 
But the message explaining this to Romeo goes astray, and 
he, believing Juliet to be truly dead, commits suicide over 
her seemingly lifeless body. Awakening to fi nd her husband 
dead beside her, Juliet too kills herself, leaving both 
families to mourn their children and abandon their feud.

Content advisory for students
Some sexual innuendo and violence

Curriculum connections and links
1. All grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Grades 4–12: Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying, 

Abuse and Violence)
4. Grades 4–12: Health and PE (Human Development 

and Sexual Health: Emotional, Social Impact; Personal 
Stresses; Understanding Healthy Relationships; Confl ict 
Management; Mental Health)

5. Grade 12: Canadian and World History (Communities, 
Confl icts and Cooperation)

STRATFORD SHORTS
A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS*

EDUCATION PROGRAM PARTNER



Topics
Shakespeare
•	 Who he was, his body of work, his significance in English 

drama and literature
•	 Dramatists of the Renaissance
•	 Early modern drama
Elizabethan England
•	 Social and economic structure (class systems, playhouses, 

plays and players)
•	 Values and beliefs (humours, the Great Chain of Being, etc.)
•	 Conventions of early English drama (tragedy, five-act 

structure)
Language
•	 Imagery, blank verse, rhetoric, sonnet form

Themes and motifs
•	 Young love, courtship and marriage
•	 Fate vs. free will
•	 Rebellion and retribution
•	 Language and communication
•	 Social graces
•	 Freedom and choice
•	 Adults versus adolescents (generation gap)
•	 Light vs. dark
•	 Love vs. hate
•	 Public vs. private
•	 Life vs. death

Enrichment
Study Guide available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides

Prologues (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. 
before every student matinée except May 3, 31; June 29; 
September 1, 6; October 17.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged 
by calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, 
ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let us take care of lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime but must be ordered 
two weeks in advance. Student deli lunch buffets 
are another option (subject to availability). For more 
information, ask the Groups and Schools Department when 
placing your ticket order.

Theatre etiquette
Please respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When 
the lights dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the 
actors on stage. Be sure to turn off all mobile devices and 

refrain from texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful 
to the actors who are telling the story.
 Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, 
smiles, giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off 
your presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

*Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Support for the 2017 season of the Festival Theatre is generously 
provided by Daniel Bernstein & Claire Foerster

Production support is generously provided by Barbara & John Schubert


